REFLECTIONS

A booklet to commemorate the Centenary
of Scarborough’s Gladstone Road Schools

FOREWORD BY SIR WILLIAM GLADSTONE

| am honoured, as the great grandson of William Ewart Gladstone, to be asked to write a message of goodwill
at the time of your centenary. | write from the house which was his home for fifty years and from which many
of the decisions of the government were taken, decisions which affected not only Britain, but the huge British
Empire, “the Empire on which the sun never set”. The year 1989 is the 150th anniversary of Mr. Gladstone’s wedding
here at Hawarden, and some 120 of his descendants with their spouses met here earlier this year to celebrate
the event. The year 1989 is also the 180th anniversary of his birth.

Mr. Gladstone was a great European. He fought for human rights in Italy and spoke fearlessly about the plight
of political prisoners there, shocking the whole civilised world, long before anyone else would have dared to do
so. Later this year | am going to Bulgaria, where the streets in no less than eleven towns are named after him:
for he was the person who spoke up against the atrocities in which the Turks massacred Bulgarians and pillaged
their towns: they still remember him with gratitude.

To the Armenians, too, Mr. Gladstone is a hero. As those who read the newspapers know, the Armenians are still
fighting for their rights. More than any other single person, Mr. Gladstone was the creator of modern British

democracy, extending the right to vote from property owners to ordinary people.

There is much more that | could say about him, but | think | have said enough to assure you that you can be proud,
in 1990, of the name borne by your school, and | send you my best wishes for your centenary.

October 1989 William Gladstone

| would like to thank all those who have contributed in any way to this publication and in particular to those who
have submitted articles, pictures and information. Thanks are also expressed to the advertisers who have helped
defray the costs.

Some of the scripts have unfortunately had to be shortened. The originals will be kept in the School Archives
for future reference.

July 1990 M J Grant (Editor)

All copyright reserved. No part of this magazine may be reproduced
without the permission of the Editor or the author of the article.
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THE OPENING OF THE NEW SCHOOL PREMISES IN GLADSTONE ROAD
By E. Pettitt (Parent)

It became necessary to construct new school premises in Gladstone Road because of the rapid expansion of
population in the local area.

At the same time the Elementary Education Act of 1870 had increased the number of children eligible for school
places when it introduced compulsory elementary education.

So, six years before the school was opened in June 1890, the site was secured, plans drawn up by the architects
Hall and Tugwell, and the decision taken to construct the buildings, where possible of local materials (such as
red exterior bricks) and with a view to durability!

The design of the building was revolutionary at the time. The Scarborough Gazette described it as producing "the
most satisfactory impression desirable. The rooms are large, lofty, light and airy....” These rooms were designed
to accommodate from forty to seventyfive pupils each - somewhat excessive by present day standards!

Nevertheless, they provided facilities for cooking, science, drawing and needlework, besides reading, writing and
arithmetic.

At the opening ceremony, the Rt. Hon. A.J. Mundella M.P. said that twenty years before “there was no such school
in England, no such exhibition of work in any school. If in the future he had to point to a good school he should
point to the school he had the honour of opening at Scarborough on the 7th June”.

Just as the fabric of the building has withstood the rigours of time, as envisaged by its planners one hundred
years ago, so the school continues to provide a progressive and stimulating environment for this present generation
of children.

Gladstone Road Infant School Hall
Circa 1900
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(St. Mary’s Walk). At that time the school’s fee was four pence a week but it was reduced to two pence for children
who had a ”letter of recommendation” to prove low parental income.

Responsibility for the school was transferred to Scarborough’s School Board in 1874 - hence the change of name
to Lancasterian Board School. In 1890 the school had 649 children on its register - average attendance was 410.
It closed in 1896 and its buildings were converted into houses.

ST. MARY'S NATIONAL SCHOOL Founded in 1836 by the Church of England’s National School movement, it
originally catered for 100 girls in a rented room on Lime Kiln Hill (near Marlborough Street). A schoolroom for 170
boys was built the next year - on a site donated by Scarborough Corporation - at the north-west corner of Queen
Street. The school took its name from Scarborough’s Parish Church, whose vicar was chairman of the school’s
Management Committee.

National Schools used the “Madras” System devised by Andrew Bell (1753-1832). Like Joseph Lancaster’s system,
it was centred around “learning by rote” and the use of “monitors”.







































